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Vessel of spirit
MADOKA OSHIKANE

Technique : macrame

Material:selvedge.rope.wire
(non-fray machined edge of fabrics)

We receive a lot of information
from our eyes and ears. But what
about our hands?The sense of
touch is rarely neglected because
it is the most common of the five
senses, but it is the first basic
sense we rely on when we are
born. Now is the time to rethink
the sense of touch. Meditate,
touch it gently with your fingertips
and stroke it slowly. A fluffy,
bundle, a soft, gentle bulge, a tight
neckline and a soft, penetrating
mouth. The 'mouth’ part of the Chinese character is said
to be the place where prayers from heaven are putin. If
so, this 'vessel' must have many messages from nature,
beyond the reach of human knowledge, entrusted to it.
The odd-shaped creatures huddled together silently,
without hands or feet, are the voice of nature without a
voice. When we are told this, can we put our hands in
their empty mouths without hesitation? Do we have the
power to read the prayers entrusted to the vessels and
the words of the invisible world beyond them? This work
is a device that questions tactile literacy, induces a sense
of fluffy touch, considers environmental ethics and listens
to voices from the other side of humanity. To begin with,
textiles were a key industry in the industrial revolution
and are still considered to have a high environmental
impact. Machines have been speeded up to produce
more fabric efficiently, and 100Kg is incinerated per week
in a single factory. This fact is not something that can be
satisfied by the economic ethic that municipalities can
subsidise the process. There is an urgent need to review
the situation from a different perspective, such as global
warming and carbon dioxide reduction. Through my work
in textile design, | came across 'selvich'. | am participating
in the 'mimiproject, a sustainable initiative to increase its
utilisation and awareness. And | am a member of the
Association of Textile Designers, which builds and
manages the circular cycle of 'selvich'. The material
chosen is 'selviche', which is unique, pretty and pleasant
to the touch. The technique is macramé, a primitive
textile processing method that does not use tools - tying
and twisting. The mysterious forms are born from a
dialogue between the material, the technique and the
hand. 'Tactile sensations' are difficult to empathise with.
However, making with the hands and feeling with the
hands is a fundamental human sensation, an act
involving subjective sensations that resonate directly and
deeply in everyone's body. Through this
work, we hope that many people will
remember that humans are also part of
nature, and that it will help them to share
an awareness of the environment.
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